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The Phone Booth at the Corner
Juan Delgado
Poem Synopsis: Grandfather is visiting the family for the first time.  Outside the bar he hears the phone ring and goes into the phone booth to answer it.  Once inside, he cannot figure out how to get out and is trapped.      
Objectives: 


Students will define poetry and prose and give examples of each.

Students will re-write a poem in prose form.

Students will experience frustration at not understanding directions.

Students will relate their frustration with the characters in the story.

Students will develop empathy for English Language Learners.
Activity: Foreign Language Creative Arts (20-30 minutes)

Students will follow directions in which key words are replaced with a gibberish language to try and construct an object out of newspaper. 
Discussion Questions:
1. What can we infer about Grandfather and where he is from?

2. What emotions are involved in the poem?

3. How important is language in daily activities? 

4. Why would the author decide to write this story as a poem instead of prose? 

Examining Language:
The Phone Booth at the Corner is a short poem that could easily have been written as prose.  You may use your class poetry or grammar book to help define prose and poetry. Have students write the definition of each word.  

Definition of “Poem” from American Heritage Dictionary (noun)
1. A verbal composition designed to convey experiences, ideas, or emotions in a vivid and imaginative way, characterized by the use of language chosen for its sound and suggestive power and by the use of literary techniques such as meter, metaphor, and rhyme.

2. A composition in verse rather than in prose.

3. A literary composition written with an intensity or beauty of language more characteristic of poetry than of prose.

4. A creation, object, or experience having beauty suggestive of poetry.

Definition of “Prose” from Merriam-Webster Dictionary (noun)
1. The ordinary language people use in speaking or writing. 

2. A literary medium distinguished from poetry especially by its greater irregularity and variety of rhythm and its closer correspondence to the patterns of everyday speech.
Have the students re-write the poem as a prose story.  Students should not merely copy the poem into prose, but should try to change the language as they think would most closely approximate the authors vision for the piece.   This could bring up a discussion about the author’s intent and the concept of changing, revisiting, revising, and editing ‘art’. Does altering a poem destroy it? What about a painting?  A song?    

To help students before they write: Are there elements in the poem version that are emphasized?  Should those elements be expanded in the written version?  What has the author left out of the poem that might have been included in a prose version?  Why do you think he made these choices?  

Reflection/discussion questions after writing: How does your version differ from the original poem?  How does using prose change the story as it is told?  Why would the author choose to use poem over prose to tell this story? 
Activity: Foreign Language Creative Arts (20-30 minutes)

Students will follow directions in which key words are replaced with a gibberish language to try and construct an object out of newspaper. 
Materials: 
Overhead copy of the directions or one set of directions for each group of 
students. Separate the two sets of directions.  


Full sheets of newspaper



Stapler and/or tape



Markers to decorate

1. Give students a few sheets of newspaper and a copy of the directions.  Have them work in groups to try and construct the object in question.  They will recognize some of the words, but not others.  
2. After they have worked for 10 minutes, then see where they are in their process.  Have them discuss frustrations and insights.  Let them go back to finishing the project. 

3. After 15 minutes, give them a copy of the directions in English and have them see if the directions match what they built.
4. Let them decorate and wear the hats if they want. 
5. Have them reflect on the activity.  How did it feel to have to follow directions you did not understand?  How might this tie into the story?  Does this give you more compassion for people who do not speak or read English fluently?    
Directions in Gibberlanguage

How to Scark a hrapp-hrapp Glip

1. Start with a single full jorup of hrapp-hrapp trupp up flat.  Scark it in znam lengthwise so that you are looking at the hrapp you would bruum it.  

2. Turn the hrapp so that the scark is at the gharm of the page. 

3. Scark down the gharm right plink of the hrapp so that it comes znam-way to the middle.  Scark the gharm left plink down so it meets the other piece. It should look like a qwert with the point at the gharm. 

4. Scark up the bottom of the qwert so that it overlaps the bottoms of the plinks and holds them in place.  You may want to scark more than once. 

5. Turn the glip over and scark up the bottom of that side. 

6. Trupp the glip. Put it on your tradge and pinch the sides of the glip so it exactly fits your tradge.  Scark up the edges of the glip to make foomps.  Flonz or kore the foomps so they stay in place. 
7. Plicote it and Ylang it! 

Directions in English

How to Fold a Newspaper Helmet
1. Start with a single full sheet of newspaper opened up flat.  Fold it in half lengthwise so that you are looking at the page as you would read it. 

2. Turn the paper so that the fold is at the top of the page. 

3. Fold down the top right corner of the paper so that it comes half-way to the middle. Fold the top left corner down so it meets the other piece. It should look like a triangle with the point at the top. 

4. Fold up the bottom of the triangle so that it overlaps the bottom of the corners and holds them in place.  You may want to fold more than once. 

5. Turn the helmet over and fold up the bottom of that side. 

6. Open the helmet.  Put it on your head and pinch the sides of the hat so it exactly fits your head.  Fold up the edges of the hat to make horns.  Staple or tape the horns so they stay in place. 
7. Decorate it and wear it! 
________________________

Minnesota Humanities Center

1
www.minnesotahumanities.org
________________________

Minnesota Humanities Center

2
www.minnesotahumanities.org

[image: image1.emf]