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Making Do
Linda Hogan

Story Synopsis: Roberta James must deal with loss after loss.  After getting pregnant at fifteen, all three of her children die and her lover leaves her.  She runs away from the familiar to try to heal.  The author, a sibling of Roberta, then reflects on the role of loss in the Chickasaw community. 
Objectives: 

· Students will infer relationships between characters in the story by reading about their actions. 
· Students will assess how the writing style changes the way they think about the characters. 

· Students will select some of the most important people/things in their lives, then prioritize them. 

· Students will express how they would deal with the loss of some or most of their important things. 
Activity: Writing Activity Focusing on Loss (45 minutes)
Participants write down 10 of the most important things in their lives. One by one, they lose those things and must write about how they will cope without those things. 

Discussion Questions:
1.  In describing the death of Wilkins, Roberta says, “He died of life and I know how that can 

happen.”  What do you think this means?
2.  The author refers to Uncle James carving chains out of trees, “We laugh and say it sounds 
like something they would do.”  Who are ‘they’?

3.  Do you think Roberta will find what she is looking for by driving away?

4.  How does the story of Roberta represent the sense of loss and helplessness?  How does it 

make you feel when you read it?  

5. “We save ourselves from loss in whatever ways we can”. How do we cope with loss?  
Pain?  List some of the ways Roberta tries to deal with her loss and pain. 

6. “Now and then some of us young people make a tidal wave in the ocean of our history, an 

anxiety attack in the heart monitor of our race.”  What does this mean?  How does your 

behavior reflect on your race?  As an individual, how do we represent the various groups we belong to?  How do you represent teenagers to the rest of the adult world?
Examining Language:
Rather than just telling us, the author shows us the relationship between people by their words and actions.  Look at the text closely to examine examples of characters expressing their emotions towards each other. 

· How do we know Addie didn’t like Harriet’s father?
· What evidence is there that Tom Wilkins cares for Roberta?
· How do we know that they broke up? 

· What does Neva (Roberta’s Mother) do to show her love? 

Does this help to make the relationships seem deeper or more complicated?  Why might the author choose to do this? 

Activity: Writing Activity focusing on loss (45 minutes)
Participants write down 10 of the most important things in their lives. One by one, they lose those things and must write about how they will cope without those things. 
Materials:  10 note cards for each student in the class.  

        Students should have paper and writing utensil. 

Have the students write down the most important things in their lives, one on each note card.  Don’t tell them details of what you will be doing - only that it is for a writing activity. If students know they will be losing things, they will choose less important items. Have them rank within each of these groups in order of importance to them.  (5 minutes)
· 3 people


· 2 places


· 2 activities/hobbies


· 3 possessions  

Have them take away their top most important possession.  Tell them to imagine that the possession was stolen, broken, etc. They do not get to have it back for the remainder of the activity. Have them write a couple of sentences to a paragraph on how they feel about the loss of their things.  (5 minutes)
Take away the most important activity.  This could be because of injury, financial loss, discrimination, etc.  Again, they do not get it back.  Have them write about what they will do without that activity/hobby.  What does it feel like to not be able to do what you enjoy doing? (5 minutes) 

Remove the most important person.  This could be from death, illness, abandonment, etc.  This person is forever gone from their lives.  Have them write about this loss alone or in addition to the other losses. Where would they turn for solace or support?  Who would they talk to? (10 minutes)

Remove the second-most important person and again have them write.  Does it seem fair to lose the two most important people in their lives in a short span of time?  Was that second-most important person who they turned to in their time of grief and loss?  Where will they go now?  (5 minutes)

Have them remove one more possession AND their most important place.  They have now lost most of the important things in their lives.  How will they cope? Where will they go? What will they do to deal with their grief? (5 minutes)
Reflection Discussion: 
What was it like losing all of those things?  What things were the hardest to lose? Are there things we can’t lose - culture, skills, identity, religion, beliefs?  Who can take things away from us?  Will this activity change your behavior or the way you think about important things/people?   (10 minutes)
Extension:
Roberta tried to put her children’s souls into carved wooden birds.  Could you put the soul of someone or something you love into a piece of art?  Use clay, wood, paint, music, or any medium you are comfortable with.  Start with how the person or thing makes you feel.  Think about any special characteristics of the person or thing.  Try to represent them as best as you can in your chosen medium.  
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