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Ciprianita
Juanita M Sánchez
Story Synopsis: The author explores memories of her grandmother in detail through poem. Grandmother “lita” took them shopping, told them scary stories, and made a pact with her daughter to teach the granddaughter Spanish. The author comments that “lita” died too soon and uses memories of senses to remember her. 
Objectives: 

Students will review the rules of capitalization in Standard English usage. 
Students will correct capitalization in sample sentences. 

Students will create sentences with incorrect capitalization, then write the correction and 
the rule of capitalization. 

Activity:  Capitalization Practice (55 minutes)

Depending on language proficiency, students will learn or brush up on proper rules of capitalization in Standard English usage.  They will then practice correcting capitalization in sentences, creating their own sentences—first with errors, then without. 
Helpful translations as you read: 

“puro huesos y nada más que huesos”: Pure bones and nothing but bones

“¡oigame lita! es tu idioma ¿recuerdas?”: Listen lita! It is your language, remember?
Discussion Questions:
1. How does the author feel about lita?  How can we tell?

2. What specific details does the author remember about lita?

3. What role does Spanish play in the piece?  

4. How does the author sense her grandmother?

5. Compare the section, “they didn’t like what you taught me… it hurt so bad”, with the chapter How to Tame a Wild Tongue. What role does language play in identity?

6. Explore the phrase “cat on my chest” and the drum.  Is this a sensorial image?

7. Why does the author wish for the years before the bomb? How do the present times seem to affect the author?

8. How does having your stories passed on make you live forever? What stories would you want passed on?

Examining Language:
Ask students: What do you first notice about this poem?  Someone will probably say that they noticed the lack of capitalization and punctuation.  Ask if they know the word that describes the study of correct punctuation, spelling and capitalization. 
Orthography: the study of correct punctuation, spelling, and capitalization 
What do you capitalize?  What do you not?  What does it say when you deliberately ignore the rules of orthography? 
Activity:  Capitalization Practice (55 minutes)

Depending on language proficiency, students will learn or brush up on proper rules of capitalization in Standard English usage.  They will then practice correcting capitalization in sentences, creating their own sentences—first with errors, then without.
Materials:
Correct Capitalization Guide or copies of your school’s grammar book


Capitalization Practice Worksheet (copied back to back)
1. Before you hand out the guide or grammar books, ask students to come up with the rules of capitalization on their own.  Depending on the skill level of the students, they may get most of the rules on their own.  (10 minutes)
2. Hand out the guide or books and add the remaining rules to the list.  (5 minutes)

3. Give students copies of the Capitalization Practice Worksheet.  Depending on the skill level of the students, you may allow them to use the books for reference or work from their notes or from memory.  (10 minutes)

4. When they complete the first page, have them turn to the back and do a sample sentence together.  Students should refer to the rules for this section so that they can create a variety of sentences that utilize most or all of the rules.  (5 minutes)

5. Let students work on their own or in pairs to create sentences that have improper capitalization at first, then corrected capitalization below.  Students should refer to the rule of capitalization that applies for that particular sentence in the box to the right of their sentences on the worksheet. (20 minutes)

6. Have a few students share their sentences with the class.  Give a reward to the student who creates the “trickiest” sentence or who can stump the most of their classmates. 

Correct Capitalization Guide
1. The first word of every sentence. 

· Our high school is the best!

2. The first-person singular pronoun, I. 

· With lots of practice, I aced the final exam.

3. The first, last, and important words in a title. 
· The Last Great Jazz Singers
4. Proper nouns 

· Specific persons and things: George W. Bush, the White House, General Motors Corporation. 
· When a title appears as part of a person's name, usually before the name, it is capitalized: Professor Winstein (or Professor of Physics Emily Winstein), Mayor Smith, U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell. On the other hand, when the title appears after the name, it is not capitalized: Emily Winstein, professor of history; Jacob Smith, mayor of the city of Minneapolis; Juan Carlos, king of Spain.
· Specific geographical locations: Hartford, Connecticut, Africa, Como Zoo, Lake Huron, the Northeast. However, we do not capitalize compass directions or locations that aren't being used as names: the north side of the city; we're leaving the Northwest and heading south this winter. 
· Names of celestial bodies: Mars, Saturn, the Milky Way. Do not, however, capitalize earth, moon, sun, except when those names appear in a context in which other (capitalized) celestial bodies are mentioned. "I like it here on earth," but "It is further from Earth to Mars than it is from Mercury to the Sun. 

· Names of newspapers and journals. Do not, however, capitalize the word the, even when it is part of the newspaper's title: the Star Tribune. 

· Days of the week, months, holidays: Halloween, Monday, Passover. Do not, however, capitalize the names of seasons (spring, summer, fall, autumn, winter). "Next winter, we're traveling south; by spring, we'll be back up north." 

· Historical events and documents: World War I, the Crusades, the Constitution.
· Races, nationalities, languages: Swedes, Swedish, African American, Jewish, French, Native American. (Most writers do not capitalize whites, blacks.) 

· Names of religions and religious terms: God, Christ, Allah, Buddha, Christianity, Christians, Judaism, Jews, Islam, Muslims. 

· Names of courses: Economics, Biology 101. (However, we would write: "I'm taking courses in biology and earth science this summer.") 

· Brand names: Tide, Maytag, Chevrolet.

5. Names of relationships only when they are a part of or a substitute for a person's name. (Often this means that when there is a modifier, such as a possessive pronoun, in front of such a word, we do not capitalize it.) 

· Let's go visit Grandmother today. Let's go visit my grandmother today. 

· I remember Uncle Arthur. I remember my Uncle Arthur. My uncle is unforgettable.

This also means that we don't normally capitalize the name of a term of endearment: 

· Can you make dinner for me, hon? 

· I’m sorry, sweetie. I didn't mean it.

Name ____________________________________

Capitalization Practice

Practice by adding proper capitalization to these sentences: 

1. never bring cookies to my aunt martha, she is diabetic. 

2. last friday we had our track meet at lake phalen. 

3. in the winter, we go to the mall of america with our fathers.

4. i read in the hartford times that president barak obama will invade iran.

5. my sister, jenny, is taking introduction to biology with professor greg robbins.  

6. the columbian secretary of state, carlos alvarez, will be visiting new york city in july. 

7. do you remember when grandpa joe bought his cadillac?

8. the best holiday on earth is thanksgiving. 

9. don’t mind me, sweetheart, i’m just fixing the whirlpool dishwasher. 

10. while in washington d.c., we visited the lincoln memorial, the capitol building, and the library of congress. 

11. when i was your age, pluto was a planet. 

12. not since the civil rights movement had the city seen so much protest. 

13. most people of portugese descent in the area still speak portugese. 
14. the distinguished speaker is marvin johnson, professor of economics. 

Make your own sentences with improper capitalization. Below the original, write the corrected sentence AND the rule or rules of capitalization that make the corrected sentence true.  
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