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A Very Special Pet
Nicholasa Mohr
Story Synopsis: Mrs. Fernandez and her husband have a large family. Although he works very hard, times are tough.  The family has two pets, a cat and a chicken that was supposed to supply them with eggs, but never has.  One day, Mrs. Fernandez decides to kill the chicken for food and her children catch her in the act.    
Objectives: 


Students will be able to define and give examples of onomatopoeia. 


Students will create poems or stories using onomatopoeia words. 

Activity: Creating New Children’s Explanation Tales (55 minutes)

We tell our children stories for a number of reasons: to explain things to them, to protect them, and to make ourselves feel better.  Students will examine some existing stories that we tell to children and then create modern versions of those stories for today’s children.  
Discussion Questions:
1. What would Mrs. Fernandez have told the children if Joncrofo died? 

2. Compare and Contrast the two pets, Joncrofo and Marialu.  

3. If you were Mrs. Fernandez, would you have made the same decisions? 

4. Why do we lie or tell stories to children?  

5. What role does hope play in this family? 

6. What will happen to Joncrofo now?  Will she continue to be a pet?

7. What other stories do we tell children to protect them?  

Examining Language:
In the story, the cat Marialu cries out for her lost ‘husband’… “Raul…. Raul…”  If you read it aloud, it sounds like a cat meowing.  There is a word for this: onomatopoeia – words that sound like what they are describing, for example: meow, bark, hiss, etc.   
There are a number of websites dedicated to onomatopoeia and poems using onomatopoeia:  

(http://www.voicesnet.org/allpoemsonecategory.aspx?catid=OP0010) Onomatopoeia Poems – a website with links to many different poems using alliteration and onomatopoeia.  
(http://www.eleceng.adelaide.edu.au/Personal/dabbott/animal.html) Derek Abbott’s Animal Noises Page - A website that shows the different words used for animal noises and names in different countries. 

(http://www.sedl.org/loteced/scenarios/japanese_onomatopoeia.html) Japanese Onomatopoeia – for students learning Japanese, this site includes lesson plans and games which explore onomatopoeia in Japanese and compare them with their English counterparts. 

Have students write poems or stories using as many onomatopoeia words as they can think of. 
Activity – Creating New Children’s Explanation Tales (55 minutes)

We tell our children stories for a number of reasons: to explain things to them, to protect them, and to make ourselves feel better.  Students will examine some existing stories that we tell to children and then create modern versions of those stories for today’s children.  
Materials:
overhead/whiteboard/smart board with writing utensils


Students will need notebooks and writing utensils

Discuss with students: In the story, Mrs. Fernandez makes up a story about Joncrofo being sick to explain her actions to her children.   Why did she tell her children a lie?  What might have been the possible outcome if she had told the truth?  (5 minutes)
There are reasons we tell our children “stories” or lies. Some of them are for the children’s protection; others are for our own selfish reasons.  You may also want to explain to your students about brain development in young children.  At a young age, the brain does not have the capacity to comprehend abstract concepts, such as death or dying. 
Have students come up with examples of stories we tell our children.  Santa Claus, the Easter Bunny, and the Tooth Fairy may come up but also encourage students to think of stories that we tell our children to keep them safe or to explain difficult concepts to them.  (5 minutes)
Take a few of the items on your list of stories and try to figure out the reason for the story.  For example: the stork bringing babies is a story we tell to explain human reproduction.   List these reasons or causes next to the original story.  (5 minutes)

Have students choose one of the causes/reasons and create a new updated version of a myth we tell children.  (20 minutes)

Get volunteers to share their children’s tales to the class.  Decide as a class if they would work with today’s children.  (20 minutes)
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