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Working with Primary Sources

Analyzing Photographs
ORIGIN
1. What year was the photograph taken?  How can you tell?  

2. Where was the photograph taken?  

3. Who took the photograph? How old were they when it was taken?

4. Was the photograph published?  Where?   

Note: Sometimes these questions don’t have right or wrong answers.  
Take a guess and explain your answer. 

PURPOSE

5. Describe what you see (write 5 details). 

6. What is the setting of the picture? Where is the place? 

7. Where does your eye go first? Is this the most important thing in the picture?

8. What/who do you see in the picture?

9. What are they doing?

10. Why do you think this photograph was taken? 

11. Who would have seen this photograph? 

VALUE

12. What can we learn about the people in the picture?

13. What can we learn about the time period? 

14. What can we compare this picture with?

LIMITATION
15. What questions do you have about this picture?

16. What can’t we learn from the picture?  
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