“Picturing America”

The Small List of Questions

http://www.artsconnected.org/resource/112211/american-stories
1.  Fully describe the Dolphin Sofa, c.1820 now owned by The Detroit Institute of Art.  How does your description compare with Maryalice Huggins’ analysis of the early American furniture piece in her Aesop’s Mirror:  A Love Story? 

2.  After coming to a better understanding of American Colonial fashion through the activity centered around Linda Baumgarten’s What Clothes Reveal:  The Language of Clothing in Colonial and Federal America go to The Peabody Essex Museum’s Red Bird of Fashion:  The Irreverent Iris Apfel exhibition feature.  

a.  View the last video at the top right and take notes on the fashion themes 

presented by Apfel.  

b.  Create your own complete outfit with the Iris Apfel:  All Dolled Up 

interactive and then print it out.  How does your ensemble compare to the colonial

 
fashion we have studied? 

3.  If you didn’t have a museum label, how would you know that the same artist, Ralph Earl, painted the Boardman brothers?  What different aspects of the men were emphasized by Earl in the portraits?

4.  Robert Gordon has asked you to seek out a Hudson River Valley School painter for another landscape in his dining room.  What painting do you select and why?

5.  Compare how antebellum politics were presented in George Caleb Bingham’s The County Election, 1852 and Richard Caton Woodville’s Politics in an Oyster House, 1848.

6.  Listen to Mark Bittman’s analysis of the cooking in Lily Martin Spencer’s Kiss Me and You’ll Kiss the ‘Lasses, 1856 and answer the following questions:

a.  List some of the fruits in the woman’s kitchen.

b.  What is she making?

c.  Why was so much sugar used in the creation of this food?

d.  What time of the year is presented in the painting?

7.  Describe where African Americans are placed within the paintings of Mount, Woodville, and Le Clear.

8.  Compare how a white women in Eastman Johnson’s Negro Life at The South, 1859 interacts with the constructed African-American culture and how all the African-Americans are depicted in the previous question.

9.  While looking at four paintings depicting different stages of the Civil War for a participant, write a summary of a Hollywood script based on the paintings.

10.  Based on your careful analysis of Junius Brutus Stearns’ Washington as a Farmer at Mount Vernon, 1851 would you consider Stearns an abolitionist or proslavery?  Explain.

11.  Compare the socioeconomics stratus of the people in Henry Mosler’s Just Moved, 1870 and John George Brown’s The Music Lesson, 1870.

12.  Discuss the constructs of Native Americans reflected in Charles Deas and John Mix Stanley’s paintings.  Compare one of these paintings with one produced by George de Forest Brush.

13.  If you were to guess, which daughter do you think in John Singer Sargent’s The Daughters Of Edward Darley Boit, 1882 became an amateur artist?

14.  Compare the manner in which Cassatt, Sargent, and Paxton presented the upper-class ritual of consuming tea.

15.  Discuss the evolution of American masculinity through four painters of the late 19th century and early 20th century.

It’s tasty!  

