Ordway
Sunday 21st April 1805.
a hard white frost last night. froze water in the buckets520 Setting near the fire. a Clear and pleasant morning, but verry chilly & cold. we proceeded on. Saw the hills and vallies on S.S. covered with buffaloe. Some calfs among them. one of the party clumb521  a Stump of a tree which had a Goose nest in the top of it found four Eggs in it. passed round the bottom covered with timber which we camped on last night. about 10 oC. we halted & took breakfast. proceeded on passed hills and round knobs on S.S. and a large bottom on N.S. Capt. Clark went on the S.S. to hunt. Came to us at dinner. had killed 4 Deer in a bottom covered with Small timber he attempted to kill a buffaloe Calf. but could not git near Enofe without being discovered by them, the plain being So open. about 3 oClock clouded up cold the wind began to blow as usal. we dined at a redish bluff on N.S. Saw large gang of buffaloe & calfs Elk also on the opposite Shore. delayed about one hour & proceeded on passed the mouth of a large Creek on the N. S. Called White Earth River. it is about 15 yards wide at the mouth & Clear water & Gentle current. Camped on the South Side at a bottom came 15 miles to day. Some of the men killed 2 buffaloe Calfs, & one Elk. We Saw this day 4 otter on a drift. Potts shot one of them in head but it Sunk. the rest plunged in to the water and swam down the river, and Drewyer killed & Got one of them. 522 a Cool evening.---
520. Ordway alone of the journal keepers mentions the buckets of 

frozen water.


521. The Oxford English Dictionary lists clum (“clumb”) as an obsolete past participle of the verb climb.


522. Ordway is the only journal keeper to describe the otter hunt led by George Drouillard and John Potts.
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