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I.
ABSTRACT

A.
“Blow the Leaves Down” is a unit designed to introduce the season of fall and weather concepts relating to the season.  The unit provides students with opportunities to compare and contrast the four seasons, analyze weather that occurs during the season, and draw conclusions as to the affect the season has on the world.  Students will utilize higher order thinking skills, writing, art, and science to understand the cyclical nature and characteristics of the fall season and weather. 
II.
OVERVIEW

A.
Concept Objectives 

a. Understand that weather changes from season to season

b. Understand that the weather and seasons affect every day life
c. Understand that weather changes from day to day, and some weather patterns are more characteristic of where we live

B.
Content from the Core Knowledge Sequence 

1. 
Seasons and Weather


a. The four seasons


b. Characteristics of local weather patterns during different seasons


c. The sun: source of light and warmth


d. Daily weather changes: temperature, rainfall, snow
2. 
Sayings and Phrases


a. Great oaks from little acorns grow

C.
Skill Objectives 

1. Identify the four seasons.

2. Describe the weather patterns that occur during fall.

3. Recognize the affects of temperature and weather during fall.

4. Explain activities that occur during fall.

5. Create artwork that reflects each season-fall.

6. Describe the seasonal affects on animals, plants and people.

7. Discuss the role the sun plays in the seasons including: light and warmth

8. Explore various written works about the seasons  
III.
BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE

A.
For Teachers


1. Hirsch, Jr. E.D. What Your Kindergartener Needs to Know. New York: Dell Publishing, 1996, ISBN: 0-385-31841-3 

B.
For Students


Students will bring prior knowledge and experiences about weather and seasons.
IV.
RESOURCES (Provide a list of key resources-literature selections, activity books, AV materials, etc.-that are critical in teaching this unit.)
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B.
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Fowler, Allan. How Do You Know It's Fall? (Rookie Read-About Science). New York: Children's P (CT), 1992. ISBN 0-516-44922-2

D.
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F.
Hirsch, E. D. Jr. What Your Kindergartner Needs to Know. Bloomington: Delta, 1997. 

G.
Kutzer, Angie. The Best of the Mailbox Leaves (The Best of The Mailbox, Leaves). Calabasas: The Educatoin Center, 2000. 

H.
Marzollo, Jean. I am a Leaf. New York: Scholastic, 1998. ISBN 0-590-64120-4

I.
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V.
LESSONS

Lesson One: The Sun is Shining
A.
Daily Objectives 

1.
Concept Objective(s)

a. Understand that weather changes from season to season

b. Understand that the weather and seasons affect every day life

2.
Lesson Content 



a. The four seasons



b. Characteristics of local weather patterns during different seasons



c. The sun: source of light and warmth


d. Daily weather changes: temperature

3.
Skill Objective(s)

a. Identify the four seasons.

b. Describe the weather patterns that occur during fall.
c. Recognize the affects of temperature and weather during fall.

d. Discuss the role the sun plays in the seasons including: light and warmth

B.
Materials 

1. Book: The Sun is Always Shining Somewhere by Allan Fowler


2. Globe

3. Flashlight


4. Weather Chart Poster 

5. Chart Paper
C.
Key Vocabulary 

a. Sun-the star that is the center of the solar system and gives us light and warmth

b. Season-one of the 4 parts of the year

c. Fall and Autumn-the season between summer and winter

d. Rotation-turning (on an axis)

e. Revolution-moving in a circular motion

D.
Procedures/Activities 
1. Ask students to share with a partner something they know about the sun.  Do a quick “whip” around the room having each student share something they know about the sun and make a chart of their responses.

2. Let them know that the sun is the most important thing in our universe. Pose the question do you know where the sun goes at night?  Have them draw a picture depicting where they think the sun goes at night.  You can laminate these pictures to create a class book.  Depending on the level of your students you can have them write a sentence, have them dictate one to you, or have them fill in the blank of a sentence starter.

3. Read The Sun is Always Shining Somewhere and discuss.  Using a globe and a flashlight model the concept of rotation.  Explain that when the sun shines on us we have light and when we rotate away it is dark/night.
4. Have the students go to the gym or large space.  Assign one student to be the sun.  Model how the Earth revolves around the sun.  As you model explain that sometimes the Earth is close to the sun and gets warmer and sometimes it is farther and gets colder.  Have them draw conclusions as to what season do you think it is when the Earth is close and warmer and vice versa.  Describe how when the Earth is getting closer that is spring and when it begins to get farther it is fall or autumn.  Give chances for other students to be the sun and planets and revolve around the sun.

5. Use questioning strategies to get them to draw conclusion as to what would happen if the sun disappeared.  For example, no light no plants.  

6. Let them know that they are going to be weather trackers and will be charting the weather.  Ask them what the weather is today and fill in the graph.

7. Model for students how to create the sun project by cutting out the circle and gluing triangles around it to make a sun.  On the sun have written: I am the _________.  I give you ________________ and _______________.  Have them fill in the best they can-sun, light and warmth.
E. 
Assessment

Oral questioning, prediction, observation, ability to identify the weather, creation of sun project
Lesson Two: To Each His Own
A.
Daily Objectives 

1.
Concept Objective(s)

a. Understand that weather changes from season to season

b. Understand that the weather and seasons affect every day life

2.
Lesson Content 



a. The four seasons



b. Characteristics of local weather patterns during different seasons

3.
Skill Objective(s)

a. Identify the four seasons.

b. Describe the weather patterns that occur during fall.

c. Recognize the affects of temperature and weather during fall.

d. Explain activities that occur during fall.

e. Create artwork that reflects each season-fall.

f. Describe the seasonal affects on animals, plants and people.

B.
Materials 

1. Weather Chart Poster


2. Piece of Butcher Paper


3. Large Construction Paper


4. Magazines and/or various pictures and clip art depicting the 4 seasons


5. Envelopes
C.
Key Vocabulary 

a. Winter-the cold season between fall and spring
b. Spring-season following winter characterized by warming of temperature and growth of plants

c. Summer-season characterized by warm weather and sunshine

d. Fall/autumn-season between summer and winter

D.
Procedures/Activities 
1. Determine the weather for the day and fill in the weather chart.
2. Discuss with students that there are 4 seasons in a year and what they are as you label the butcher paper to create a 4 part chart in which to record information about the seasons.
3. Brainstorm with the students characteristics of each of the seasons- what is the weather like, what activities do you do, what is the environment (plants, animals etc.) like?  Fill in the chart with their responses.  Ask comparing and contrasting questions so that students understand that the season can have affects on daily life.

4. Put students in to small cooperative groups, give each group an envelope of pictures that relate to each season.  Have them work together to sort the pictures into the 4 seasons.  Walk around asking them why they put them the way they did and other questions to gauge their understanding.
5. Give each student a piece of large construction paper separated or folded into 4 distinct sections.  Have them label each section for one of the seasons.  Give them clip art pages.  Have them cut and glue the pieces in their corresponding sections.

6. When completed as an “exit slip” ask each student to tell you something about a particular season.

E. 
Assessment

Create a checklist asking students to identify the 4 seasons (does not need to be completed during this lesson rather at some point during the unit), questioning, observation of cooperative groups, independent sorting activity, “exit slip”
Lesson Three: Observing Fall
A.
Daily Objectives 

1.
Concept Objective(s)

a. Understand that weather changes from season to season

b. Understand that the weather and seasons affect every day life

c. Understand that weather changes from day to day, and some weather patterns are more characteristic of where we live

2.
Lesson Content 



a. The four seasons



b. Characteristics of local weather patterns during different seasons



c. Daily weather changes: temperature, rainfall, snow

3.
Skill Objective(s)

a. Identify the four seasons.

b. Describe the weather patterns that occur during fall.

c. Recognize the affects of temperature and weather during fall.

d. Explain activities that occur during fall.

e. Create artwork that reflects each season-fall.

f. Describe the seasonal affects on animals, plants and people.

g. Discuss the role the sun plays in the seasons including: light and warmth

h. Explore various written works about the seasons  

B.
Materials 

1. Weather Chart Poster


2. Observation Log (Appendix A)


3. Clipboards


4. How Do You Know It’s Fall   by Allan Fowler
C.
Key Vocabulary 

a. Fall/autumn-season between summer and winter

b. Observation-act of noticing or watching

c. Scientist-a person who studies science

D.
Procedures/Activities 
1. Determine the weather for the day and fill in the weather chart.

2. Do a picture walk of the book How Do You Know It’s Fall.  Use self talk strategies discussing the pictures and making inferences and predictions.  Read and discuss the book.

3. Let students know that they are going to be scientists and are going to go outside and record observations about fall in the neighborhood.  Put students in pairs and give each pair a clipboard and Observation Log.  Discuss and model how observation logs can be filled out-pictures and words.
4. Find a place where they can sit and record observations and then take a walk around the block. (That way students can take turns being the recorder.) 

5. When you come back debrief on what observations were made and connect to how it relates to fall.

E. 
Assessment

Create a checklist asking students to identify the 4 seasons (does not need to be completed during this lesson rather at some point during the unit), questioning, observation of partners, observation logs
Lesson Four: Animals Preparing for Winter
A.
Daily Objectives 

1.
Concept Objective(s)

a. Understand that weather changes from season to season

b. Understand that the weather and seasons affect every day life

c. Understand that weather changes from day to day, and some weather patterns are more characteristic of where we live

2.
Lesson Content 



a. The four seasons



b. Characteristics of local weather patterns during different seasons



c. Daily weather changes: temperature, rainfall, snow

3.
Skill Objective(s)

a. Identify the four seasons.

b. Describe the weather patterns that occur during fall.

c. Recognize the affects of temperature and weather during fall.

d. Explain activities that occur during fall.

e. Create artwork that reflects each season-fall.

f. Describe the seasonal affects on animals, plants and people.

g. Explore various written works about the seasons  

B.
Materials 

1. Weather Chart Poster


2. Book-Animals in the Fall by Gail Saunders-Smith

3. Construction paper
C.
Key Vocabulary 

a. Fall/autumn-season between summer and winter

b. Hibernate-to pass the winter in a resting state
c. Migrate-to move from one climate to another
d. Prepare-to get ready for

D.
Procedures/Activities 
1. Determine the weather for the day and fill in the weather chart.  Discuss math concepts-how many, more, fewer, most, least etc.

2. Review characteristics from 4 seasons chart and observations that were made that let us know it is fall.

3. Do a picture walk and self talk modeling predictions and inferences.  Read Animals in the Fall and discuss what various animals do in the fall to prepare for winter.  
4. Have students illustrate a picture of animals preparing for winter.
E. 
Assessment

Create a checklist asking students to identify the 4 seasons (does not need to be completed during this lesson rather at some point during the unit), questioning, illustration
Lesson Five: Leaves are Falling Everywhere!
A.
Daily Objectives 

1.
Concept Objective(s)

a. Understand that weather changes from season to season

b. Understand that the weather and seasons affect every day life

c. Understand that weather changes from day to day, and some weather patterns are more characteristic of where we live

2.
Lesson Content 



a. The four seasons



b. Characteristics of local weather patterns during different seasons



c. Daily weather changes: temperature, rainfall, snow

3.
Skill Objective(s)

a. Identify the four seasons.

b. Describe the weather patterns that occur during fall.

c. Recognize the affects of temperature and weather during fall.

d. Explain activities that occur during fall.

e. Create artwork that reflects each season-fall.

f. Describe the seasonal affects on animals, plants and people.

g. Explore various written works about the seasons  

B.
Materials 

1. Weather Chart Poster


2. Books-Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf by Lois Ehlert , I am a Leaf by Jean Marzollo, and It Could Still Be a Leaf by Allan Fowler

3. Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf on CD or Tape for listening center, listening center or device so they can hear the story

4. Sponges cut for blot painting


5. Paper for painting with the outline of a bare tree on it


6. Lots of different kind of leaves for sorting and making art projects

7. Small Construction Paper


8. Glue


9. Paint in brown, red, orange, and yellow


10. Cornflakes and Cornflake Poem with tree outline (Appendix B)

11. Leaf Patterns from Page 15 of Mailbox Leaves Book

12. Larger Leaf Pattern (Appendix C)


13. Tissue Paper

C.
Key Vocabulary 

a. Fall/autumn-season between summer and winter

b. Chlorophyll-substance that makes leaves green

D.
Procedures/Activities 
1. Determine the weather for the day and fill in the weather chart.  Discuss math concepts-how many, more, fewer, most, least etc.

2. Read the story I am a Leaf by Jean Marzollo.  Discuss how leaves change color in the fall.
3. Students will be working in centers-give directions and model how to move from center to center and how each center works.

a. Center 1: Listening to the story Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf by Lois Ehlert –When the story is over sort leaves either by color, type, texture, size etc.
b. Center 2: Looking at It Could Still Be a Leaf by Allan Fowler, use leaves to construct a picture and glue it on construction paper.  Paper should say I am a leaf, but I am also a __________________.
c. Center 3: Sponge paint leaves onto a tree.

d. Center 4: Leaf Rubbings

e. Center 5: Glue cornflakes onto the poem

f. Center 6: Make leaf patterns using Mailbox sample

g. Center 7: Make tissue paper leaves

E. 
Assessment

Projects, questions, observations
Lesson Six: Harvest Time
A.
Daily Objectives 

1.
Concept Objective(s)

a. Understand that weather changes from season to season

b. Understand that the weather and seasons affect every day life

c. Understand that weather changes from day to day, and some weather patterns are more characteristic of where we live

2.
Lesson Content 



a. The four seasons



b. Characteristics of local weather patterns during different seasons



c. Daily weather changes: temperature, rainfall, snow

3.
Skill Objective(s)

a. Identify the four seasons.

b. Describe the weather patterns that occur during fall.

c. Recognize the affects of temperature and weather during fall.

d. Explain activities that occur during fall.

e. Create artwork that reflects each season-fall.

f. Describe the seasonal affects on animals, plants and people.

g. Explore various written works about the seasons  

B.
Materials 

1. Weather Chart Poster


2.  Book-Harvest Year  by Cris Peterson

3. 4 inch strips of large construction paper folded into 4 sections

C.
Key Vocabulary 

a. Fall/autumn-season between summer and winter

b. Harvest-the season when crops are gathered

D.
Procedures/Activities 
1. Determine the weather for the day and fill in the weather chart.

2. Do a picture walk of the book Harvest Year.  Use self talk strategies discussing the pictures and making inferences and predictions.  Read and discuss the book.

3. Discuss the sequence of how a plant grows and have students draw and label on their construction paper strips.

E. 
Assessment

Questioning, observation, sequencing paper
Lesson Seven: Harvest Time
A.
Daily Objectives 

1.
Concept Objective(s)

a. Understand that weather changes from season to season

b. Understand that the weather and seasons affect every day life

c. Understand that weather changes from day to day, and some weather patterns are more characteristic of where we live

2.
Lesson Content 



a. The four seasons



b. Characteristics of local weather patterns during different seasons



c. Daily weather changes: temperature, rainfall, snow

3.
Skill Objective(s)

a. Identify the four seasons.

b. Describe the weather patterns that occur during fall.

c. Recognize the affects of temperature and weather during fall.

d. Explain activities that occur during fall.

e. Create artwork that reflects each season-fall.

f. Describe the seasonal affects on animals, plants and people.

g. Explore various written works about the seasons  

B.
Materials 

1. Weather Chart Poster


2.  Book-Seasons of Arnold’s Apple Tree  by Gail Gibbons


3. Large construction paper with 4 sections each with a tree draw in.

C.
Key Vocabulary 

a. Fall/autumn-season between summer and winter

b. Harvest-the season when crops are gathered

c. Orchard-group of trees that produce fruit

D.
Procedures/Activities 
1. Determine the weather for the day and fill in the weather chart.

2. Do a picture walk of the book The Seasons of Arnold’s Apple Tree.  Use self talk strategies discussing the pictures and making inferences and predictions.  Read and discuss the book.

3. Discuss how the tree changes for each season and what each season looks like.

4. Have students label each of the 4 squares with a different season.

a. Winter: glue cotton or simply color white

b. Spring: Color or use tissue paper leaves and flowers

c. Summer: Sponge paint or color

d. Fall: Sponge paint, color, tissue paper

E. 
Assessment

Questioning, observation, Seasons paper

VI.
CULMINATING ACTIVITY (Optional)

A.
Trip to the Apple Orchard to harvest apples and pumpkins.
VII.
HANDOUTS/WORKSHEETS 
1.
Appendix A: Observation Log
2.   Appendix B: Cornflake Poem and Tree

3.
Appendix C: Leaf Outline
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