OJIBWAY PICTURE WRITING EXERCISE

Exercise: Explain the three pictures below. Then have students
draw their own message using some of the same sym-
bols.
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1. This is a wigwam. The daughter and son stand outside. They are members of

the bear clan as bear figures appear below them.

Three marks stand for three nights. The Chippewa counted days by nights.

The mother belongs to the catfish clan. Her husband and son are members of

the bear clan. Their arms point to the direction of travel.

4.  This is a meat drying rack. The deer head shows the kind of meat they are dry-
ing.

5. This is a representation of the twin lakes.
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The drawing below is read as: He that is of the Marten The drawing below. should be read as: The party
Clan has killed a male deer. The hunter traveled by camped three nights. They left at dawn and plan to
water. camp twice before reaching their destination.

o] .
: 2
;6?' 3

1. Thisisthe hunter. To his lower left is the marten. 1. The stick standing straight up indicates the pre-
' sent. The three notches stand for three nights

2. The gun indicates hunting and the deer is the they have already been traveling. The symbol at
animal shot. the top indicates dawn.
3. This sign indicates travel by water. 2. The diagonal stick stands for the direction of

travel. Two notches at the top of the diagonal
stick means the party plans to camp two more
nights.

*Drawings from The Journals of Joseph Nicollet: A Scientist on the M ississippi Headwaters with Notes on Indian Life, Mar-
tha C. Bray, ed. Copyright 1970 by the Minnesota Historical Society.
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