
American Indian Literature for Grades 6-12
January 13-14, 2010

Agenda
Wednesday, January 13, 2010
10:00-10:15 am

Welcome and Introductions

10:15-10:30 am

Storytelling
10:30-11:15 am

Presentation: History of Native American Literary Tradition

Picture Writing, Ledger Art and Early Narratives with Heid Erdrich

11:15 


Break 
11:30-Noon

Ojibwe Picture Writing Activity with Robin Nelson 

Noon-1:00 pm

Lunch in the Commons 

1:00-1:15 

Stories of Ojibwe Elder Jim Clark with Heid Erdrich

1:15-2:00 pm

Presentation: Boarding Schools with Robin Nelson & Angie Bruce
2:00-2:15 pm

Break
2:15-2:45 pm

Discussion: Literary Tradition & Change 

Older Literature and New Approaches with Heid Erdrich
2:45-3:30 pm

Group Exercise: Storytelling with Robin Nelson
3:30-4:00 pm

Discussion: Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian 
4:00-4:15 pm

Break
4:15-4:45 pm

Group Exercise: Winter count with Robin Nelson
4:45-5:00 pm

Q & A: Classroom Exercises and Challenges

Please continue to read Absolutely True Diary…and “Oona Dreams,” 

for tomorrow.
Thursday, January 14, 2010
8:30-9:30 am

Game: American Indian Jeopardy with Robin Nelson 

(Questions from day 1 and from Absolutely True Diary…)
9:30-9:45 am

Continuation of Storytelling Activity
9:45-10:00 am

Break
10:00- 10:30 am
Presentation: Contributions of American Indians  




Minnesotan American Indian Authors with Heid Erdrich

10:30-11:00

New Resources: Internet, library and community 

11:00– Noon

Storytelling with guest Anne Dunn 
Noon -1:00 pm

Lunch in the Commons 

Birchbark Books Sales Table

1:00-1:30 pm

Video: Jim Northrup With Reservations
1:30-1:45

Completion of Storytelling Activity with Robin Nelson
1:45-2:15 pm

Book Focus Absolutely True Diary with Heid

2:15-2:30 pm

Group Activity
2:30-2:45 pm

Break
2:45-3:15 pm

Open Discussion: Ideas for classroom exercises and challenges

3:15– 3:30 pm

Wrap up and Evaluations

Workshop Description: Looking for a way to introduce American Indian writers into your classroom? The Minnesota Humanities Center will conduct a two-day workshop addressing the literary traditions and contributions of American Indians with an emphasis on Minnesota tribes and authors. This workshop will focus on three themes: history of the literary tradition; how literary traditions change based on space and place; and contributions of American Indian traditions to Minnesota and American culture. 

 

Participants will read and discuss cultural and literary texts addressing the workshop topic. Hands-on activities will allow those in the workshop to deepen their understanding of the central role of literature in American Indian traditions. Group projects will give participants the time and support to discuss how new knowledge of American Indian literature might enhance what they already teach, how to incorporate the new material into current lessons, and how they present this information in the classroom. Participants will have access to new resources, materials, and tools to help improve student learning in the classroom.
________________________

Minnesota Humanities Center
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