POETRY RESOURCES SHEET

Please note that this is by no means an exhaustive list.  Mostly these are resources that I have used – both as a teacher and as a writer.  I have found them inspiring and helpful.  There is a rather distressing preponderance of contemporary American white male authors here – not in the anthologies (which do a nice job of including everyone) but in the individual poets list.  This is because I have pulled these names from my poetry shelves and from my file of “cool poems” and somehow that’s how it all came out.  Having a file of  “cool poems”, by the way, is a great material to have in the classroom.  Students can add to it and they love to look through to find the ones they’ve contributed and ones their friends have found.  I like having students write a few sentences about why they liked the poem and then put their name by the comments.  This also helps them learn to be more specific and sophisticated in their reader response.
Anthologies

Poetry 180: Turning Back to Poetry -- Billy Collins, ed.

180 More: Extraordinary Poems for Every Day -- Billy Collins, ed.

Good Poems -- Garrison Keillor

Poetry – Jill Baumgaertner (this has some really good sections on basics about poetry as well as on identifying good quality poetry)
Very Bad Poetry – by Kathryn and Ross Petras – very helpful when you get to the point of discussing the qualities of good poetry

Women Poets from Antiquity to Now: Selections from The World Over – Aliki and Willis Barnstone

World Poetry: An Anthology of Verse from Antiquity to Our Time – Katharine Washburn and John S. Major, eds.  Clifton Fadiman, General Editor

The Norton Anthology of Poetry – Margaret Ferguson, Jon Stallworthy, Mary Jo Salter

Best American Poetry from any given year. 

Echoes of the Sunbird: An Anthology of Contemporary African Poetry – Don Burness
Good books about reading and writing poetry
Letters to a Young Poet – Ranier Maria Rilke
The Triggering Town – Richard Hugo

Fooling with Words – Bill Moyers
The Practice of Poetry – Chase Twichell and Robin Behn (this has poetry exercises from various excellent poets – some are appropriate for elementary and adolescent students)

Wishes, Lies and Dreams – by Kenneth Koch and Ron Padgett

Rose, where did you get that red? – Kenneth Koch

Getting the Knack: 20 Poetry Writing Exercises – Stephen Dunning

The Sounds of Poetry: A Brief Guide – Robert Pinsky

A Poetry Handbook – Mary Oliver

Word Up! Hope for Youth Poetry, El Centro de la Raza – Zoë Anglesey

In Fine Form: The Canadian Book of Form Poetry – Kate Braid and Sandy Shreve
Writing the Australian Crawl: Poets on Poetry – William Stafford

The Oxford Treasury of Classic Poems – Michael Harrison and Christopher Stuart-Clark
The Invisible Ladder – Liz Rosenberg
Books by individual poets
Archy and Mehitabel – by Don Marquis (this is a fun volume of poems, presumably by a cockroach named Archy who is the reincarnation of a free verse poet.  He writes by leaping onto the typewriter keys and so does not capitalize or punctuate.  The poems tackle issues of the times – like Prohibition, for instance – and students often like to write their own Archy poems about issues they care about.  They particularly like not having to punctuate or capitalize.  I’ve also used these poems as grammar lessons – having them help Archy by punctuating his poems for him!)

Canto Familiar – Gary Soto (Ok – in the spirit of full disclosure, my sister did the illustrations for this book, but it’s a great book of poems for younger readers.  Soto has many other great poetry books that are geared toward kids.  A Fire in my Hands is one of my favorites too.)
Joyful Noise: Poems for Two Voices – Paul Fleischman and Eric Beddows
Poets: 

ee cummings, Denise Levertov, Seamus Heaney, Czeslaw Milosz, Walt Whitman, Louise Erdrich, Joy Harjo, William Stafford, Jane Kenyon, David Lee (who is also a pig farmer), Willliam Blake, Peter Meinke, Mary Oliver, Rita Dove, Robert Frost, Quincey Troupe, John O’Donohue, Louise Bogan, Elizabeth Bishop, Billy Collins, Pablo Neruda, Emily Dickinson, William Shakespeare, Langston Hughes, William Carlos Williams, Nikki Giovanni, Edmund Spencer, William Dunbar, Robert Hass, Carolyn Forché, Robert Hayden, Gwen Brooks, Yusef Komunyakaa, Wislawa Szymborska, Gary Snyder, Maxine Kumin, Li-Young Lee, Allen Ginsberg, John Donne, Derek Walcott, Christopher Smart, Homero Aridjis, Jorie Graham, Edward Hirsch, Richard Wilbur, Aimé Césaire, Linda Hogan, Wole Soyinka, AA Milne (who wrote Winnie the Pooh also has some great kids’ poetry that is “smarter” than some of the stuff out there), Naomi Shahib Nye, Rita Dove, WS Merwin, Frank Bidart, TS Eliot, Ezra Pound,  Ai, Marvin Bell, Sandra McPherson, David Dabydeen, Philip Levine

Websites:

http://www.poets.org
http://www.loc.gov/poetry/laureate_current.html
http://www.loc.gov/poetry/laureate.html
http://www.loc.gov/poetry/180/
http://www.loc.gov/poetry/writingpoetry.html
http://www.twc.org/
http://www.pw.org/
There is a lot out there on the web that allows you to do what I call “the worksheet” approach to writing poetry.  Maybe one of those kinds of exercises is fine – especially for early writers and those who are afraid of poetry – but be sure to pair with reading great poems and to move away from these to exercises, games and assignments that allow more latitude, more creativity or more of a focus on craft.  Playing with forms is good, but be sure to balance this with work with free verse where the issues of sound and rhythm are more subtle.  Students should also move to creating their own forms fairly quickly.

