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Understanding East Afr ican History and Cultures 
 

PowerPoint Presentations from the April 2008 Workshop: 
 
East Afr ican History and Geography 
http://www.minnesotahumanities.org/Resources/eastafrican_history_geography.ppt 
Developed by Jamal Adam, Counselor and Instructor, Minneapolis Technical and Community 
College 
 
Somali History, Geography, and Demography 
http://www.minnesotahumanities.org/Resources/eastafrican_history_demography.ppt 
Developed by Jamal Adam, Counselor and Instructor, Minneapolis Technical and Community 
College 
 
Conflicts in East Afr ica: Causes and Consequences 
http://www.minnesotahumanities.org/Resources/eastafrican_conflicts.ppt 
Developed by Jamal Adam, Counselor and Instructor, Minneapolis Technical and Community 
College 
 
Guide to Understanding Cultural Differences and Overcoming Barr iers 
http://www.minnesotahumanities.org/Resources/eastafrican_overcomingbarriers.ppt 
Developed by Jamal Adam, Counselor and Instructor, Minneapolis Technical and Community 
College 
 
East Afr ica in Pictures 
http://www.minnesotahumanities.org/Resources/eastafrica_sightsandsounds.ppt 
Developed by Jamal Adam, Counselor and Instructor, Minneapolis Technical and Community 
College 
 
Understanding Immigration Issues Affecting East Afr icans in Minnesota 
http://www.minnesotahumanities.org/Resources/eastafrican_advocates.ppt  
Developed by Ann Theisen of Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights 
When opening this document, you will be asked for a password.  Select the “Read only”  option 
and no password is necessary to view the PowerPoint presentation. 
 
Understanding Your Students’  Cultural Differences 
http://www.minnesotahumanities.org/Resources/eastafrican_understandingdifferences.ppt 
Developed by Jamal Adam, Counselor and Instructor, Minneapolis Technical and Community 
College 
 
Sudan at a Glance 
http://www.minnesotahumanities.org/Resources/eastafrican_sudan.ppt 
Developed by Alex Erolin, American Refugee Committee International
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Online resources/web sites 
 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
http://www.macalester .edu/courses/GEOG61/kshively/intro.html 
A student produced site through the World Urbanization seminar at Macalester College entails 
detailed studies of cities and metropolitan areas in the world. Students present, through the use of 
the web, an urban area's development, growth over time and current situation using geographic 
theory, methodology and content. 
 
Afr ica South of the Sahara, Stanford University L ibrar ies and Academic Information 
Resources  http://library.stanford.edu/africa/horn.html 
Ethiopia: http://www-sul.stanford.edu/depts/ssrg/africa/ethio.html 
Somalia: http://www-sul.stanford.edu/depts/ssrg/africa/somalia.html 
Sudan: http://www-sul.stanford.edu/depts/ssrg/africa/sudan.html 
Prepared by Karen Fung for the Information and Communication Technology Group (ICTG), 
African Studies Association, USA.  
 
Afr ican Studies Center , University of Pennsylvania 
http://www.africa.upenn.edu/K-12/AFR_GIDE.html  
Ethiopia: http://www.africa.upenn.edu/Country_Specific/Ethiopia.html 
Eritrea: http://www.africa.upenn.edu/Country_Specific/Eritrea.html 
Somalia: http://www.africa.upenn.edu/Country_Specific/Somalia.html 
Sudan: http://www.africa.upenn.edu/Country_Specific/Sudan.html 
The African Studies Center at the University of Pennsylvania brings together researchers and 
students, along with cultural, business and media entities, to gain knowledge of contemporary 
and historical Africa. An electronic guide to help teachers locate African resources on the web. 
 
Afr ican Voices – Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History 
http://www.mnh.si.edu/africanvoices/ 
In this website explore objects that attest to Africa’s striking diversity and long history. Listen as 
Africans talk about their lives and cultures. Discover your connections to Africa. 
 
All Afr ica 
http://allafrica.com/ethiopia/ 
http://allafrica.com/eritrea/ 
http://allafrica.com/somalia/ 
http://allafrica.com/sudan/ 
AllAfrica Global Media is a multi-media content service provider, systems technology developer 
and the largest electronic distributor of African news and information worldwide. 
 
Center  for  Applied L inguistics 
Somali Culture Profile: http://calstore.cal.org/store/detail.aspx?ID=263 
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The Center  for  Victims of Tor ture 
www.cvt.org/main.php/BuildingHealingCommunities/ResourceManualforTeachers 
Based in Minneapolis, the Center trains health care providers, educators and others about the 
devastating effects of torture and war trauma.  They have published a Resource Manual for 
teachers to give a deeper understanding of the refugee students’  experience along with practical 
ways of working with these students in the classroom.  
 
Children’s Book L ist – Ethiopia 
http://www.mediaethiopia.com/Books_On_Ethiopia.htm 
 
Confederation of Somali Community 
http://cscmn.org/ 
Develops and strengthens the capacity of Somali Minnesotans to realize their full potential and 
contribute to the wider community, while preserving their culture. 
 
Conversations with Mainstream Teachers: What can we tell them about second language 
learning and teaching? 
http://carla.acad.umn.edu/esl/minnetesol2000.html   
This talk from Elaine Tarone and Diane Tedick of the University of Minnesota was given at the 
annual MinneTESOL Conference in November 2000.  In a question and answer format, the 
speakers discuss the major questions mainstream teachers ask about language learning and 
language teaching.  An annotated bibliography is included. 
 
CultureGrams 
http://www.culturegrams.com/products/individual.htm 
All 201 World Edition reports are available individually. Each four-page report offers an affordable, in-
depth view of a single country or territory. Each individual CultureGrams report contains current, 
concise information in 25 different categories, including history, religion, greetings, gestures, arts, 
holidays, events and trends, and more, including development data and a country map. 
 
Ethiopia and Er itrea RPCVS 
http://www.ethiopiaeritrearpcvs.org/index.html 
Returned Peace Corps volunteers share stories and photos from their time in the region. 
 
Ethiopia Reads 
http://www.ethiopiareads.org/ 
Nonprofit organization in Ethiopia building a reading culture in Ethiopia by connecting children 
with books. Publishing projects include bilingual books in Amharic-English,  
 
Helping English Language Learners in the Classroom 
http://www.glencoe.com/sec/teachingtoday/subject/help_ELL.phtml 
This article briefly covers the following key topics for mainstream teachers of ELLs: 
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Considerations for Teaching Non-Native Speakers, Academic Language Skills, Cultural 
Differences, and General Teaching Strategies for ELL Students. 
 
History of the Horn of Afr ica 
http://www.hartford-hwp.com/archives/33/index.html 
Hartford Web Publishing’s World History Archives 
 
L ibrary of Congress Country Studies 
Somalia: http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/sotoc.html 
Ethiopia: http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/ettoc.html 
Sudan: http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/sutoc.html 
The Country Studies Series presents a description and analysis of the historical setting and the 
social, economic, political, and national security systems and institutions of countries throughout 
the world.  
 
Lost Boys of Sudan – Lesson Plan 
http://www.pbs.org/pov/pov2004/lostboysofsudan/for.html 
This lesson accompanies the film by the same name. 
 
Maps of Afr ica 
http://www.davidrumsey.com/collections/cartography.html 
Over 570 maps of Africa that date from 1486 to1922 – which help to chronicle European and 
African encounters. These antiquarian maps of Africa are from the collections of the late Dr. 
Oscar I Norwich and the Stanford University Libraries. 
 
MediaEthiopia 
http://www.mediaethiopia.com/ 
News, commentary, and cultural overviews. 
 
Meeting the Needs of Immigrant Students  
(A Resource Guide for K-12 educators in the Northwest and Alaska) 
http://www.nwrel.org/cnorse/booklets/immigration/5.html 
This information offered through the Northwest Regional Education Laboratory/Equity Center, 
can be applied to various settings and includes a checklist for the level of immigrant  
 
Minneapolis Foundation - Immigration in Minnesota: Discovering Common Ground 
http://www.minneapolisfoundation.org/immigration/ImmigrationBrochure.pdf                                    
This publication from the Minneapolis Foundation, created in 2004, gives an overview of 
immigration to Minnesota.  The major immigrant groups are described, as well as reasons for 
leaving their home countries and issues they face today.   

Minnesota Advocates for  Human Rights                                                                                           
Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights is a non-governmental, 501(c)3 organization dedicated 
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to the promotion and protection of internationally recognized human rights.                                                           
http://www.mnadvocates.org/                                                                                                         

Energy of a Nation: Immigrants in America Teaching Guide 
http://www.mnadvocates.org/Energy_Teaching_Guide.html                                                                       
This valuable learning tool uses easy-to-read charts, tables, graphs, and maps to convey 
important information about immigration such as: who comes from other countries to 
settle in the U.S., why they come, the process by which they are allowed in, where they 
settle, their impact on the economy, and the "nuts and bolts" of U.S. immigration policy 

National Geographic Xpeditions 
Drought, Famine, and Geographic Diversity –lesson plan 
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/03/g68/morelldrought.html 
Many Americans have heard of Ethiopia only in the context of drought, famine and war. As they 
listen to the news stories it is important for students to recognize that the media portrayals of 
Ethiopia are not always complete and that Ethiopia is, in fact, a geographically diverse country. 
This lesson will teach about Ethiopia’s diverse geographic regions.  
 
Oromo Community, Inc. 
http://www.oromocommunitymn.com/html/welcome.html 
Alemayehu Baisa, Executive Director 
The mission of the Oromo Community of Minnesota (OCM) is to provide integrated programs 
and services to assist Oromo Community in Minnesota to become self-sufficent, and to create 
vibrant, sustainable, and choehesive community while promoting Oromo social, cultural and 
historical values and ethics. 
 
PBS-Wonders of the Afr ican Wor ld 
http://www.pbs.org/wonders/ 
Holy Land – lesson plan 
http://www.pbs.org/wonders/Classrm/lesson4.htm 
This lesson will help students understand the strong religious, and particularly the Christian, 
heritage of Ethiopia as well as the significance of this country to people with African heritage. 
 
Rain in a Dry Land – lesson plan 
http://www.pbs.org/pov/pov2007/raininadryland/for.html 
This lesson accompanies the film by the same name. 
 
Refugee camp 
http://www.refugeecamp.org/home/ 
Doctors without borders educational exhibit on refugee camps (Includes a slide show, fact 
sheets, and video/audio clips). 
 
Saint Paul Public Schools, ELL Department 
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http://www.epaytrak.com/g5-bin/client.cgi 
Social Studies Curriculum Kit (Embedding Somali Culture into Social Studies) 
A curriculum and resource kit to embed Somali culture into a K-3 social studies curriculum. The 
kit serves as a cultural guide for educators who are keen on enriching and diversifying the social 
studies curriculum. The kit includes a curriculum guide, lesson plans, books, a cultural 
handbook, Audio CD, DVD-Video, doll, flag, clothing, pictures, and posters. 
 
Serving Refugee Students: Case Studies of Somali, Bosnian, and L iber ian Students in 
Minnesota Schools, 2002. 
http://education.state.mn.us/content/059805.doc 
This document from the Minnesota Department of Children, Families, and Learning provides a 
brief history of immigration in Minnesota and gives an overview of what it means to be a 
refugee.  Three case studies, each describing a Minnesota public school student from Somalia, 
Bosnia Herzogovinia and Liberia, raise key issues in the refugee experience for young people.   
 
The Spir it of Islam, Exper iencing Islam through Calligraphy 
http://www.moa.ubc.ca/spir itofislam/index2.html 
The result of a two year collaboration between members of the local Muslim communities in the 
lower mainland of British Columbia and staff at the Museum of Anthropology at the University 
of British Columbia. Listen to individuals share their perspectives on their religion. 
 
Sudan – Effor ts to Avoid Genocide in the Making (PBS) – lesson plan 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/world/sudan_genocide.html 
A NewsHour Extra lesson plan to learn about the current situation in Darfur. 
 
Supporting English Language Learners in Mainstream and Content Area Classrooms 
http://www.ovec.org/ESL/ESL.doc 
This document from the Ohio Valley Educational Cooperative and the Kentucky Department of 
Education includes best practices for making content comprehensible for ELLs, strategies for 
integrating language development and content instruction, and student learning activities.  

 
Articles and Books 

 
Ethiopia/Eritrea: 
Berg, Elizabeth. Ethiopia (Countries of the World). Gareth Stevens Publishing, 2000. 
 
Bulcha, Mekuria. Making of the Oromo Diaspora: A Historical Sociology of Forced 
Migration. Kirk House Publishers, 2002. 
 
Campbell, Andrew. Ethiopia (Countries in the News). Smart Apple Media, 2007. 
  
Corrigan, Jim. Ethiopia (Africa). Mason Crest Publishers, 2004. 
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Englar, Mary. Ethiopia: A Question and Answer Book. Fact Finders, 2005. 
 
Heinrichs, Ann. Ethiopia, Enchantment of the World. Children’s Press, 2005. 
 
Iyob, Ruth. The Eritrean Struggle for Independence: Domination, Resistance, Naturalism 
1941-1993. Cambridge University Press, 1993. 
 
Lassieur, Allison. Ethiopia, Countries and Cultures. Capstone Press, 2003. 
 
Rikitu, Mengesha. Oromo Folk-tales For a New Generation. Tyndale Press, isbn 0951951807. 
 
Schemenauer, Elma. Ethiopia (Countries: Faces and Places). Child’s World, 2000. 
 
Schnapper, Ladena. Teenage Refugees from Ethiopia Speak Out. Globe Fearon, 1998. 
 
Sumner, Claude. Oromo Wisdom Literature, Volume I I  Songs. Addis Ababa, Ethiopia: Gudina 
Tumsa Foundation, 1997.  
 
Sumner, Claude. Proverbs, Songs, and Folktales: An Anthology of Oromo Literature. Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia: Gudina Tumsa Foundation., 1996. 
  
Waterlow, Julia. A Family from Ethiopia. Raintree, 1998.  
Describes the activities of an extended family living near the Ethiopian village of Moulo, 
providing brief information about this country’s daily life and customs. 
 
Hassen, Mohammed. The Oromo of Ethiopia: A History 1570-1860. Lawrenceville, NJ: The 
Red Sea Press, 1994. 
The Oromo, who constitute nearly half the population of Ethiopia, are the largest single national 
group in the Horn of Africa. Yet the history of the Oromo has been totally neglected. This study 
breaks with that tradition and establishes conclusively not only that the Oromo were one of the 
indigenous peoples of Ethiopia, but also that they had their own fascinating history, culture, 
religion, and political institutions. 
 
Marcus, Harold. A History of Ethiopia – updated edition. University of California Press, 2002. 
 
Mezlekia, Nega. Notes from the Hyena’s Belly: An Ethiopian Boyhood. Picador, 2002. 
  
Pankhurst, Richard. The Ethiopians: A History. Wiley, 2001. 
The book opens with a review of Ethiopian prehistory, showing how the Ethiopian section of the 
African Rift Valley has come to be seen as the “cradle of humanity” . 
 
Zewde, Bahru. History of Modern Ethiopia, 1855-1991. University of Ohio Press, 2001. 
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Somalia: 
 
A Children’s booklist including many Somali-English bilingual books, compiled by the 
Minnesota Humanities Center, 
http://www.minnesotahumanities.org/Bilingual/somalipicturebooks.pdf 
 
Adam, Abdisalam. Somalia and the Somalis: A Handbook for Teachers. Saint Paul, MN:, 
Saint Paul Public Schools, 2005.  http://www.ell.spps.org 
 
Ahmed, Ali Jimale. Daybreak is Near…Literature, Clans, and the Nation-State in Somalia. 
Lawrenceville, NJ: The Red Sea Press, 1996. 
 
Ahmed, Ali Jimale. The Invention of Somalia. Lawrenceville, NJ: The Red Sea Press, 1995. 
 
Ahmed, Said Salah. The Lion’s Share/Qayb Libaax. St. Paul, MN: Minnesota Humanities 
Center, 2007. 
 
Barnes, Virginia Lee and Boddy, Janice (as told to). Aman,The Story of a Somali Girl.  
 
Berger, Mary Jane, OSB, Ed. New Beginnings/Bilow Cusub. Collection of Student Writings. 
2004. Contact: Service Learning Department at College of St. Benedict/St. John’s University, 
cpederson@csbsju.edu 
 
Bryan, Nichol. Somali Americans. Edina, MN: Abdo Publishing Company, 2004. 
 
Dirie, Waris. Desert Flower, the extraordinary journey of a desert nomad. New York, NY: 
Perrenial/Harper Collins, 1998. 
 
Gaildon, Mahmood. The Yibir of Las Burgabo. Lawrenceville, NJ: The Red Sea Press, 2005. 
 
Hassan, Marian A. Dhegdheer, A Scary Somali Folktale. St. Paul, MN: Minnesota Humanities 
Center, 2007. 
 
Hassig, Susan M. Cultures of the World – Somalia. Tarrytown, NY: Marshall Cavendish 
Corporation, 1997. 
 
Hussein, Ikram. Teenage Refugees Speak Out. New York, NY: Rosen Publishing Group, 1997. 
 
Ingham, Kenneth. History of East Africa. Greenwood Publishing Company, 1962. 
 
Kusow, Abdi M. Putting the Cart Before the Horse, Contested Nationalism and the Crisis of 
the Nation-State in Somalia. Lawrenceville, NJ: The Red Sea Press, 2004. 
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Lewis, I.M. The Modern History of Somaliland, New York, NY: Frederick A. Praeger 
Publishers, 1965. 
 
Lewis, I.M. Peoples of the Horn of Africa, Somali, Afar, and Saho. Lawrenceville, NJ: The 
Red Sea Press, 1998. 
 
Lewis, I.M. Saints and Somalis, Popular Islam in a Clan-Based Society. Lawrenceville, NJ: 
The Red Sea Press, 1998. 
 
Lewis, I.M. Understanding Somalia, Guide to Culture, History, and Social Institutions. 
London: Haan Associates, 1981. 
 
Lyons, Terrance and Ahmed Samatar, Eds. Somalia: State Collapse, Multilateral Intervention 
and Strategies for Political Reconstruction. Brookings Institute, 2004. 
 
Moriarty, Kathleen. Wiil Waal. St. Paul, MN: Minnesota Humanities Center, 2007. 
 
Sudan: 
Abusharaf, Rogaia Mustafa. Wanderings: Sudanese Migrants and Exiles In North America. 
Cornell University Press, 2002. 
 
Ajak, Benjamin, Bernstein, Judy A., Deng, Alphonsian, Deng, Benson. They Poured Fire on Us 
From the Sky: The Story of Three Lost Boys from Sudan.  PublicAffairs, 2006. 
 
Archibald, Erika F. A Sudanese Family. Minneapolis, MN: Lerner Publications Company, 1997. 
 
Bixler, Mark. The Lost Boys of Sudan: An American Story of the Refugee Experience. 
University of Georgia Press, 2006. 
 
Butler, Victoria, Carney, Timothy, and Freeman, Michael. Sudan: The Land and the People. 
Acadia Editions, 2005. 
 
Dau, John Bul and Sweeney, Michael S. God Grew Tired of Us. National Geographic (reprint) 
2008. 
 
Deng, Francis Mading. Dinka of the Sudan. Waveland Press, 1994. 
 
Eggers, Dave. What is the What. McSweeney’s, 2006. 
A novel based on real-life Sudanese refugee, Valentino Achak Deng. 
 
Evans-Pritchard, E.E. The Nuer: A Description of the Modes Of Livelihood and Political 
Institutions of a Nilotic People. Oxford University Press, 1969. 
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Meyer, Gabriel and Nicholls, James. War and Faith in Sudan. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Company, 2005. 
 
Nhial, Abraham. Lost Boy No More: A True Story of Survival and Salvation. B&H Publishing 
Group, 2004. 
 
Johnson, Douglas Hamilton. The Root Causes of Sudan’s Civil Wars. Indiana University Press, 
2003. 
 
Hotzman, Jon D. and Foner, Nancy.  Nuer Journeys, Nuer Lives: Sudanese Refugees in 
Minnesota. Allyn and Bacon, 2007 
This book examines contemporary migration to the United States through a surprising and 
compelling case study the Nuer of Sudan, whose traditional life represents one of the most 
important case studies in the history of anthropology. 
 
Huffman, Ray. Nuer-English Dictionary. P. Shalom Publications, 1989. 
 
Hutchinson, Sharon E. Nuer Dilemmas: Coping with Money,War, and the State. University of 
California Press, 1996. 
Concentrating on Nuer perceptions, experiences, and evaluations of change, Hutchinson traces 
the historical conditions that have led contemporary men and women to reconsider fundamental 
aspects of their lives. How have Nuer people been actively reshaping and reassessing local forms 
of power in light of dramatic economic shifts, religious proselytizing, civil war, and colonial and 
postcolonial rule? 
 
Johnson, David. Voices of Sudan. Elevate, 2007. 
A collection of photographs. 
 
Leembruggen, Melissa. The Sudan Project: Rebuilding with the People of Darfur – A Young 
Person’s Guide. Abingdon Press, 2007. 
The Sudan Project helps make children aware of the devastating effects of poverty and war in 
Sudan, as well as the suffering of Darfur’s people. The book focuses on the plight of the people 
of Darfur and encourages hope that they can flourish through the help readers can provide. Such 
organizations as the United Nations and UMCOR are working to provide relief to this forgotten 
region. For ages 9–12. 
 
Williams, Mary. Brothers in Hope: The Story of the Lost Boys of Sudan. Lee and Low Books, 
2005. A picture book. 
 
Zuor, Riang Yer. South Sudan: A Legitimate Struggle. PublishAmerica, 2006. 
This region has been the scene of some of the most devastating civil wars that Africa has ever 
witnessed. These civil wars have been fought between the successive governments of Khartoum 
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and the marginalized citizens of the region and have resulted in the death of millions. Chronicles 
the reasons why the South Sudanese have waged what they have come to call the “War of 
Liberation”  and why they are not going to back down from their struggles. 
 
Zweir, Lawrence J. Sudan: North Against South. Lerner Publishing Group, 1999. 
Examines the history of Sudan's ethnic conflict and its continuing effect on the people of that 
country. Ages 9-12. 
 
General: 
Aamot, Gregg. New Minnesotans: Stories of Immigrants and Refugees. Syren Book Company, 
2006. 
 
Ganeri, Anita. Islamic Stories. Minneapolis, MN: Picture Window Books, 2001. 
A picture book. 
 
Godziak, Elzbieta and Susan Martin, Eds. Beyond the Gateway: Immigrants in a Changing 
America. Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc., 2005. 
 
Sadowski, Michael (editor). Teaching Immigrant and Second-Language Students, Strategies 
for Success, Harvard Education Publishing Group, 2004 
 
Adkins, M., Birman, D. Sample B. Cultural Adjustment, Mental Health, and ESL: The 
Refugee Experience, The Role of the Teacher, and ESL Activities, Denver, CO: ELT/TA 
Spring Institute for Intercultural Learning, 1999 
 
Samatar, Ahmed and Abdi Samatar. The African State: Reconsiderations. Heinemann, 2002. 
 
Samatar, Said. In the Shadow of Conquest: Islam in Colonial Northeast Africa. Lawrenceville, 
NJ: The Red Sea Press, 1992. 
 
Birman, D. Mental Health of Refugee Children: A Guide for the ESL Teacher. Denver, CO: 
ELT/TA Spring Institute for Intercultural Learning, 2002. 
 
Birman, D. Trickett, E, Bacchus, N, Assessment of Refugee Adjustment (Somali Youth Report). 
Baltimore, Maryland:  Maryland Office for New Americans, Maryland Department of Human 
Resources 
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Videos/DVDs 
 
A New Day: Refugee Families in the United States 
Be Who You Are: Refugee Youth in the United States 
Center for Applied Linguistics, 2006 
These two videos combined on one VHS or DVD, were created to assist refugees and refugee 
providers in learning about adjustment of refugee families and youth to their new lives in the 
United States. To order: http://calstore.cal.org/store/detail.aspx?ID=333 
 
Kala Maan Video, Minneapolis Public Schools, 807 NE Broadway, Minneapolis, MN 55413 or 
fax order form to (612) 668-0471, http://statefed.mpls.k12.mn.us/sites/d17c000e-7f2e-4223-
8911-3eabdc5d270e/uploads/somali_order_form.pdf 
The video illustrates the generational and cultural gaps that develop as adults and children adapt 
to a new culture in different ways and at different rates. It highlights the stresses of Somali 
students and families, acculturation issues and the need for inter-generational connections to 
preserve the Somali culture in a multi-cultural world.  
 
Ogaden War 77/79 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2PSa6VXRGnk 
This documentary film is about the Ogaden War 77/79 between Somalia and Ethiopia & Co 
(USSR, Cuba, North Korea, South Yemen, Libya). 
 
Pictures of Somalia 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nRLbfmGfYmU&feature=related 
This youtube photo montage gives a quick glimpse of Somalia and Somali people. 
 
Rain in a Dry Land, Directed by Anne Makepeace. A co-production of Anne Makepeace 
Productions, Inc. and the Independent Television Service (ITVS), in association with P.O.V. | 
American Documentary, Inc. 2006. 
This documentary follows the first 18 months of resettlement in the United States for two Somali 
Bantu families. To purchase a copy of "Rain in a Dry Land" for home use, please visit: 
www.makepeaceproductions.com, to purchase a copy for institutional or educational use, please 
visit: www.bullfrogfilms.com 
 
Two Homes, One Dream: The Somalis in Minnesota.  What’s with the Hijab? 
Minnesota Historical Society, Andy Wilhide, (651) 215-6844, andy.whilhide@mnhs.org 
This Somali Skyline Tower History Project is a 50-minute FREE DVD of the Somali community 
in the Twin Cities. Topics covered include adjusting to life in America for teens, adults and 
elders and a focus on the hijab. 
 
You Can Help Your Child in School and You Can Talk to Your Child©s School  
Minnesota Bookstore, 660 Olive St., St. Paul, MN 55155, mn.bookstore@state.mn.us 
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These instructional videos are a tool for use with refugee and immigrant parents. They serve as a 
brief overview to the many facets of school which might be new or different for refugees and 
immigrant parents, including suggestions for what parents might do at home to support school 
learning.  
 
Videos of the Wor ld 
Ethiopia; http://www.videosoftheworld.com/vow/geo.asp?country=ethiopia 
Eritrea: http://www.videosoftheworld.com/vow/geo.asp?country=eritrea 
Somalia: http://www.videosoftheworld.com/vow/geo.asp?country=somalia 
Somaliland: http://www.videosoftheworld.com/vow/geo.asp?country=somaliland 
Sudan: http://www.videosoftheworld.com/vow/geo.asp?country=sudan 
Short clips to watch online including various history videos. 


